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This editorial is being published simultaneously in the *American Journal of Botany* and *Applications in Plant Sciences*.

With this January issue, we launch a new partnership between the Botanical Society of America (BSA) and John Wiley & Sons, Inc., to publish and promote the BSA\'s two research publications, the *American Journal of Botany* (*AJB*) and *Applications in Plant Sciences* (*APPS*). This partnership provides support for our Society publications in ways that will allow us to better serve our authors and readers, and ultimately help us serve our mission: to promote botany. We bring to the table our people, our scientific and editorial expertise, and our passion; Wiley brings a wealth of publishing and technological expertise and services. We will work together to expand our reach, enhance our online presence, and support our authors, reviewers, and editors, while keeping the journals accessible and affordable.

The decision to change from self‐publishing to partnering with Wiley is the culmination of two years of careful analysis and deliberation. The BSA takes great pride in both of its journals, which form the foundation of the Society\'s scholarly communications. The publishing landscape is changing rapidly: in particular, costs and technological complexity pose significant challenges to self‐publishing. Moreover, in response to continually increasing cuts to university library budgets, institutional subscriptions to *AJB* (as well as most other scientific journals) have been declining steadily each year, and these subscription funds contribute to the fiscal stability of the journals and the Society. In recognition of these challenges, the BSA embarked on developing a publishing strategy for the future. A committee, charged by then‐BSA President Richard Olmstead and led by At‐Large Director for Publications Sean Graham and BSA Board member Joseph Williams, analyzed the benefits and costs of self‐publishing versus partnering with an outside publisher. After careful consideration of multiple options, with support from then‐BSA President Gordon Uno and the BSA Board, Wiley was chosen as BSA\'s publishing partner. Wiley\'s deep respect for and support of scientific societies has been evident throughout this process: they have a record of successful partnerships with scholarly and professional societies, and a strong reputation as a major publisher of academic journals.

What will this partnership mean for you? Much of what our authors, reviewers, and readers already experience at both journals will remain the same. Both journals are owned by the BSA, which retains oversight over their content, including all editorial processes. Publication in *AJB* will remain free for Society members, with low and reasonable rates for authors choosing the Open Access option; article processing charges for *APPS* will remain affordable, with discounted levels for Society members. Authors will continue to see the same highly personalized service they have come to expect from our excellent editorial staff: Amy McPherson, Richard Hund, Beth Parada, Sophia Balcomb, and Benjamin Merritt. As before, manuscripts will be submitted through Editorial Manager, and peer review will be facilitated by the BSA staff and the Editors‐in‐Chief and associate editors of each journal. Copyediting will, as always, be handled through the BSA\'s careful and knowledgeable team. The Society\'s primary communication publication, *Plant Science Bulletin*, will continue to be self‐published by the BSA under the leadership of Editor‐in‐Chief Mackenzie Taylor, assisted by Richard Hund.

Some things *will* change, and we are looking forward to multiple new opportunities that the partnership with Wiley will bring to our journals. One change that you will see immediately is an updated web presence for both journals; these new websites will migrate to the versatile new Literatum web hosting platform in early 2018. This platform is also used by figshare, Altmetric, Kudos, and ORCID, allowing for better integration of these valuable author services into our journal websites. The *AJB* and *APPS* websites will link directly to each other in a BSA online hub, which will also connect to the BSA‐hosted Society website ([www.botany.org](http://www.botany.org)), the *Plant Science Bulletin*, and other BSA‐sponsored sites. We look forward to the flexibility offered by the Wiley partnership and the new hosting platform---including greater reach through social media and the possibility of creating "virtual issues" centered on a specific topic, using articles appearing in both journals; this will enhance the audience for your articles. We anticipate increasing journal readership and expanding the reach and impact of each journal using Wiley\'s proven marketing capabilities. Finally, readers will have access to high‐quality pre‐1997 *AJB* articles, which will be digitally converted by Wiley to create searchable PDFs; these will be available on the journal hub, in addition to the existing scanned *AJB* articles already available at JSTOR.

*AJB* and *APPS* are fundamentally Society journals, anchored in serving the publishing needs of the botanical community. Each of us looks forward to working with BSA members and contributing authors to build upon our strong foundation in publications. We are entering an exciting new era built on the continuing input from our readers and authors, and we anticipate greater reach and opportunities in the future.
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